This a review of the book "The Heart of Leonardo" by Francis C. Wells.
to write from right to left, reversing the letters in a mirror image with respect to the usual sense of handwriting.
Whilst painting is an open and clear way to expose his thoughts (in The heart of Leonardo there is a chapter dedicated to Leonardo's use of drawing), for Leonardo writing was a personal way of communicating to himself, completely understandable for its author but absolutely incomprehensible for anybody else. Using a mirror and getting used to his handwriting it is not impossible to read Leonardo's writings, but at that time this peculiarity presented a great communication barrier. Looking at the writings collected in this book any reader can easily understand this issue.
In the last part of the book there is the contemporary recognition of Leonardo's theories about the heart. Anatomical dissections performed by Francis C. Well's test, with astonishing results, the veracity of Leonardo's work and what Well's calls "abstract" anatomy, showing the immense power of Leonardo's mind to decipher heart function from anatomy at a time where there was no appreciation of the circulation of the blood.
Thus the book is not only suitable to an academic audience but also to more general readers. The Heart of Leonardo should be looked at through the eyes of a person living in the Middle Ages and not trying to assess the value of Leonardo's work based on the history of medicine, but being fascinated by the mind of a man who could jump 500 years into the future.
